
 
 

MINUTES 
 

LEPC Meeting Minutes, July 9, 2008 
 

 
A meeting of the Hamilton County Local Emergency Panning Committee (LEPC) was held July 9, 
2008 at Wally’s Restaurant, 6521 Ringgold Rd., East Ridge, TN.  The following constitutes the 
minutes of that meeting.
 
Those in attendance were: 
 

 
 
 

Bruce Garner, CFD; LEPC Chairman  
Alan Bock, Weather Bug 
J. Jeremy Swilley, City Land Devl. Ofc. 
Chris McCormack, SRT Safety 
Robby Brewer, UNIVAR 
Don Hood, MEI 
David Darnell, BASF, Vice Chair 
John Piotter, Env. Waste Svcs, Vice/Chair 
Bill Tittle, HC Emer. Mgnt. Vice/Chair 
John Moorshead, DPC Enterprises 
Tim Hoback, NA Industries 
Mike Flynn, East Ridge Fire Rescue 

 
Eric Helquist, Fuels Marketing/JAT Oil 
Charles Burton, Grace Engineering 
Mark Zinnanti, TN Amer. Water 
Charles Reynolds, Safety & Health Compl. 
Mark Starrett, Chatt. Gas Co. 
Daniel Hague, CFD 
Tim McDonald, HCWQP 
Matt Taylor, Chattem Chemicals 
Robert McCain, Chattanooga Gas 
Michael Thompson, Chattem Chemicals 
Dusty Rominger, W.R. Grace 

Kenny Custer, East Ridge Fire Rescue 
Tim Arnold, USCG AUX. 
Mike Edwards, McKee Foods 
Mike Poe, SOFIX Corp. 
Richard Twitchell, Self 
Melody Dunlap, Clean Harbors, Env.. 
Dawn Ford, C-HCHD 
Nathan Hollingsworth, NA Industries, Inc. 

Ed Wolff, Consultant 
Bob Jackson, S&ME 
Marian Bernal, QVS, Inc. 
Susan Holmes, TN American Water 
Terry Parks, Memorial Hosp. 
Louise Gallant, Marion Environ. 
 

 
Introductory Remarks:  Chairman Garner began by welcoming all in attendance and asked for 
personal introductions. 
 
Chairman Garner then asked if there was anyone in attendance who wished to become a member 
of the LEPC.   There were none. 
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• Chairman Garner said that he had with him membership certificates for those who 

requested them—to check with him after the meeting. 
 
Old Business: 
 

Approval of Minutes for Last Meeting 
 

• Chairman Garner asked for a motion to approve May 14, 2008 meeting minutes.  
            Motion made by Chief Tittle, seconded by Mr. Twitchell.   No discussion.   
            Motion carried. 
 

Financial Report 
 

• In the absence of the Secretary, Chairman Garner read the Financial Report. 
• Following the reading of the financial report Chairman Garner asked for a motion to 

approve. 
1. Chief Tittle made motion to approve the financial report. 
2. Mr. Twitchell seconded motion.  There was no further discussion.   Motion 

carried. 
 

     Follow-up on HAZWOPER Refresher Class 
 

• Chairman Garner said the HAZWOPER class went quite well.  He said there were 13 
students in the class.  He also mentioned that the LEPC had a small expense for a light 
breakfast for students and instructors—just a little over $100, which is what was done last 
year for the same class. 

 
New Business: 

 
• Chairman Garner introduced the guest speaker as Mr. Jack Whitley, Transportation 

Specialist with the U.S. DOT of Atlanta, GA and also represents the Pipeline and 
Hazardous Materials Safety Administration (PHMSA).   

 
Mr. Whitley started by saying that his department regulates the transportation of 
hazardous materials in the United States—if it is in Commerce.  He also said that his 
organization helps draft 49 CFR.   

 
During his presentation, Mr. Whitley handed out Hazardous Materials Transportation 
Safety information packets, which included a 2008 Emergency Response Guidebook 
(ERG) that his agency develops.  He said his only job is to help people understand the 
regulations—that his organization does that in a number of ways.  One way is through a 
free one-day workshop, and another through a two-day multi modal seminar—that the 
packets contained information presented during the workshops.  

 
He said the next one-day workshop would be held in Chattanooga, TN next Monday, 
sponsored by the Chemical Manufacturing Association.   Mr. Whitley said the packets 
also contained some of the products his agency develops to help industry understand 
what is needed when transporting hazardous materials.  He said that a large percentage of  
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the material would be covered in the class on Monday.   Mr. Whitley said another product 
his agency develops is the Emergency Response Guidebook (ERG).   Mr. Whitley said 
the new version is 2008 and added that state coordinators are responsible for handing 
them out to government agencies and private companies can purchase them through 
companies that print them.   
 
Mr. Whitley said that DOT has an ongoing safe travel campaign regarding traveling by 
air with Lithium batteries—to be aware of the restrictions.  He said these batteries pose a 
threat when they catch afire; they are difficult to extinguish, and they burn very hot.    
 
Mr. Whitley reminded everyone about the one-day workshop next Monday here in 
Chattanooga.  He said that anyone having questions regarding 49 CFR, to call the number 
listed in the packet or to call him at (404) 832-1145, or they can e-mail him at 
earl.whitley@dot.gov.  He said that although he is in the same office with “DOT 
Enforcement” personnel, he has no responsibility to report to them—but would notify 
them if he thought following incorrect procedures would injure someone.  Following the 
presentation, Mr. Whitley entertained questions. 

 
Although not an agenda item, Chairman Garner introduced Mr. Alan Bock, with Weather 
Bug Professional who asked to address the Committee.  Mr. Bock gave a demonstration 
of a “plume” modeling software program, produced by OptiMetrics, Inc. called 
“Automated Decision-Aid System for Hazardous Incidents (ADASHI)” designed to help 
first responders make quicker and better-informed decisions when faced with a WMD or 
HAZMAT threat. 
 
Responding to a question about how the program connected to a weather station, Mr. 
Bock said the system operates one of three ways.   He said the program would either 
operate through the nearest NOAA (Airport weather stations); through Weather Bug 
weather stations (which would automatically download weather information into the 
system); or a third way by “user” weather input.   Mr. Bock said the ADASHI system is 
strictly to let first responders know where they should not be.   Mr. Bock said he was out 
of the Knoxville area and offered his phone number as:  (865) 681-3017—Weather Bug 
office.  A question and answer period followed his presentation.   

 
Chairman Garner told the Committee that he had received an E-mail from the Daughter of Ms. 
Caroline Williams informing him that Ms. Williams, one of the LEPC’s longstanding, and 
faithful members, has taken ill and is not doing well.  Her daughter said her mother is bed 
ridden—and she hoped for her full recovery.  Bruce asked that we keep her in our thoughts and 
prayers. 
 
Formation of Nominating Committee for September Elections: 
 

• Chairman Garner asked if there were any volunteers to serve on the nominating 
committee for the upcoming September LEPC Officer election.  Bruce said the duties of 
the committee would be to poll existing Executive Committee members to find out who 
wished to continue or not continue on in those positions and inquire as to who wished to 
be considered as a nominee for the Chairman position. 
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• Mr. Dusty Rominger and Mr. Michael Poe volunteered to serve as members of the 

Election Nominating Committee to select nominees for the Chairman and Vice Chairman 
positions for 2008-2009.  Chairman Garner thanked them for volunteering. 

 
Chairman Garner told the Committee Mr. Robert McCain, with Chattanooga Gas, contacted 
Chief Tittle, Hamilton County Emergency Management, about the possibility of them using the 
county’s Reverse Notification System (RNS) in the event of an emergency involving Chattanooga 
Gas.  Chairman Garner deferred to Chief Tittle to talk about the results of that request. 
 
Chief Tittle said he received the notification list from Chattanooga Gas and that notification list is 
now being installed into the RNS.  Chief Tittle told the committee that the RNS does have the 
capability of pre-programming contact information (i.e. if your facility wanted to have the 
telephone numbers of residences around their facility) those numbers can be pre-prepared as well 
as pre-preparing a verbal message giving instructions on how the public needed to respond. 
 
Chief Tittle, giving kudos’ to Chairman Garner for being so insistent on having a drill to test the 
RNS capability, said we now have, with minimal cost, a program to add cell phones.  He said 
they are currently working on ways for people to self-enter their phone numbers—possibly 
through a website. 
 
Chief Tittle said that the Tennessee Emergency Management Agency provides cases of 
Emergency Response Guidebooks (ERGs) to Hamilton County Emergency Management to hand 
out to emergency responders (fire, police, etc.), but he has discovered that he was 600 ERGs 
short.  Chief Tittle said that it just-so-happened that Mr. David Darnell had called him and asked 
if he needed any ERG’s—giving further kudos’, Chief Tittle said that Mr. Darnell and BASF rose 
to the challenge and provided the extra 600 ERGs. 
  
Other Business:  None 
 
Date and Location of Next Meeting     
 
Next meeting is scheduled for September 10, 2008, 10:30 a.m. at Wally’s Restaurant, 6521 
Ringgold Rd, East Ridge, Tennessee.  [Note:  Due to a scheduling conflict, the meeting was later 
rescheduled for Wednesday, September 17, 2008, at 10:30 a.m.] 
 
Adjournment 
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